Induction chemotherapy and intensification with autologous bone marrow reinfusion in patients with locally advanced and disseminated breast cancer.
In 56 patients with disseminated or locally advanced breast cancer it was attempted to reach a state of no evidence of disease by a remission induction regime containing prednisone, 5-fluorouracil, methotrexate, doxorubicin and vincristine. If successful, patients received an intensification regimen consisting of cyclophosphamide (7 g/m2) and etoposide (1.5 g/m2) with autologous bone marrow reinfusion. The complete remission rate of the induction regimen was 52% and the partial remission rate 42%. 32 patients received the intensification regimen. Two toxic deaths occurred. The median time to disease progression in the group with disseminated disease was 15 months. After a median observation of 4 years, 11 out of 19 patients with locally advanced breast cancer were free of disease. It is concluded that this approach may lead to prolonged disease-free survival in patients with locally advanced breast cancer, but does not influence the survival in disseminated disease.